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PBS PROGRAM EXAMINES NATIONAL BISON RANGE ISSUE 
MISSOULA —
A new Montana PBS television program delves into a proposed management agreement 
for the National Bison Range in Moiese. The agreement is between the Confederated Salish 
and Kootenai Tribes and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.
“Locking Horns Over the National Bison Range” will air at 7 p.m. Thursday, Sept. 23. 
It will repeat at 5 p.m. Saturday, Sept. 25, and 8:30 a.m. Sunday, Sept. 26.
During the program, Montana PBS producer Ann Rau delves into the following 
questions: What went on during closed-door negotiation sessions? What is the price tag? What 
demands will the tribes have to meet before the Fish and Wildlife Service will sign the 
agreement? What does this agreement mean for other refuges and parks across the nation?
“This is a complex story,” Rau said. “The issue can’t be described in five or even 10 
minutes. One of the complicating issues is that there are two sovereign governments involved, 
with two sets of legal ramifications for everything they do and why they do it.”
Rau believes the two sides have strong disagreements. “Even if Congress approves the 
agreement,” she said, “either the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service or the (tribes) could decide 
not to proceed.”
People interviewed for the program are Fred Matt, tribal chair of the Confederated
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Salish and Kootenai Tribes; Ralph Morgenweck, director of the Mountain Prairie Region of 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service; Rick Coleman, lead negotiator for the Fish and Wildlife 
Service; Tony Incashola, director of the Salish Pend d ’Oreille Culture Committee; and Steve 
Kallin, project leader of the National Bison Range.
For more information, contact Rau at (406) 243-4250 or anna_rau@montanapbs.org. 
Montana PBS is a service of KUFM-TV at The University of Montana-Missoula and KUSM- 
TV at Montana State University-Bozeman.
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